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qualia sunt parricidii, perfidiae, immanitatis, odiorum, pro-
f eriintur exemplaria; dum in omnibus fere, quos suo carmine
induxit Yirgilius, praeclara qusedam illucescunt, et in ipso
jEnea summam pietatem erga deos, natum, conjugem, amicos,
et parentem, oeulis semper habemus subjectam. Epitheta ple-
runque Statiana mxiltum sonant metaphorice, dum inanimatis
ilia tribuuntur, quse animalibus eonveniunt. In verbis tamen,
nee raro sine maximd elegantid, metaphoras confectatur
Claudianus; Yirgilius in utrisque parcissimus; Statius plu-
rimas rerum siinilitudines composuit, multum ssepe de Vir-
gilii ingenio referentes,in qua arte melius Successerat Lucanus,
si aliquid unquam mediocre admiserat; sed duin Yirgilius
ad apes, ad fortnicas, et istiusmodi naturae ludicra descendit,
nihil unquam nisi quercum fulminatam, terrse exitium, aut
mundi conflagrationem ebuccinat Lucanus. Et hisce tandem,
quorum alii Bon operse pretium duxerunt meminisse, de he-
roicis scriptoribus breviter perstrictis.

Be satyricis restat dicendum; quorum omnium Juvenalis et
Horatius palmam dubiam quidem fecerunt: inter literatos
enirn multum discregat, utrum mordax ilia ingenii acerbitas,
qua suam armavit paginam Juvenalis, an potius Horatii festivas
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mities, such as parricide, treachery, cruelty, and revenue; while,
on the contrary, everything praiseworthy shines bright in Virgil's
heroes; and in the person of JEneas we have placed before our
eyes an instance of consummate piety towards the gods, his soni
his wife, his friends, and his father. The epithets of Statius are
generally forced and very metaphorical, white such properties are
ascribed to inanimates, as really only belong to animals. In the
choice of his words, and frequently in his metaphors, he is followed
by Claudian with the utmost elegance. Virgil is sparing in both
these particulars; Statius abounds much with similitudes, in which
he seems to imitate Virgil; but in this instance Lucan had had
better success, if he had hit upon the proper medium; but while
Virgil stoops down to the humble subjects of bees, ants, and other
such like delightful themes of nature; on the other hand, Lucan
bellows out nothing but stories of oaks split by lightning, earth-
quakes, and the world's conflagration. Let this, in short, suffice,
observable, concerning the writers of heroic poetry, in itself new,
and never before taken notice of.

Something now remains to be said of the satirists, among whom
whether Juvenal or Horace have most right to the bays, it is diffi-
cult to determine; for it has been long a dispute among the learned
whether that keenness and bitterness of expression with which Ju-